
 
 

 

The Day of Pentecost 
Holy Baptism and​

The Holy Eucharist: Rite II 
June 8, 2025, 10:00 AM 

  
 

St. John’s Episcopal Church​
297 Lowell Avenue, Newtonville, Massachusetts 

 



 

St. John’s Weekly Calendar 
 Sunday, June 8 

The Day of Pentecost: 
Whitsunday 

8:00 am 
 

10:00 am 

Morning Prayer: Rite II with 
Holy Eucharist, spoken (in-person) 
Holy Eucharist: Rite II, sung (in-person & livestream) 
Incense will be used. 

 Thursday, June 12  6:00 pm Compline, spoken (virtual) 

 Sunday, June 15 
Trinity Sunday 

& Father’s Day 

8:00 am 
 

10:00 am 
 

 

Morning Prayer: Rite II with 
Holy Eucharist, spoken (in-person) 
Holy Eucharist: Rite II, sung (in-person & livestream)​
at Trinity Parish of Newton Centre (11 Homer Street) 

Today, we are delighted to hold a joint service with Trinity Parish of Newton Centre.​
On Trinity Sunday (June 15), we will participate in a joint service at Trinity Parish of Newton Centre. 

Prayer Requests 
The Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer​

We Pray for​
Lesotho, Namibia, South Africa, Eswatini 

 
The Diocesan Cycle of Prayer​

We Pray for 
Churches of the Merrimack Valley Deanery 

St. James’ Church, Amesbury 
Christ Church, Andover 

All Saints’ Church, Chelmsford 
St. James’ Church, Groveland 

Trinity Church, Haverhill 

The Anglican Cycle of Prayer​
We Pray for 

The Anglican Church of Melanesia 
 

Birthdays 
Kevin McGee 06/08 

Philip C. Jacobs, III 06/10 
Jeffrey Mills 06/13 

 
Anniversaries 

Jessica and Michael Dion 06/11 
 

Pray for Healing: Alec, Anne, Annette, Christian, Emma, Eve, Felton, Flynn, Fred, Gary, James, Karen, Kevin, 
Kristin, Louise, Marge, Marina, Mary, Nancy, Nico, Father Phil, Phoebe, Phyllis, Quintin, Richard, Ron, Sean, and 
Shelbi. 

Please note that the service is being live-streamed and recorded on our website and YouTube page. 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

We acknowledge that we work and pray on the historical and unceded territory of the Massachusett 
people, and we are grateful for the example of their stewardship. We seek to be instruments of 
justice and peace for all, especially Indigenous Peoples. 
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Order of Service
 

Prelude​ Komm, heiliger Geist, Herre Gott, BuxWV 199​ Dieterich Buxtehude 
​ ​ (1637-1707) 
Please stand as you are able for 
Processional Hymn 225, “Hail thee, festival day!”​ Salva festa dies 
Welcome 
Opening Acclamation​ ​ BCP p 299 
Presider:​​ Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People:​ ​ The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
Presider:​​ There is one Body and one Spirit; 
People:​ ​ There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
Presider:​​ One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
People:​ ​ One God and Father of all. 

Gloria in excelsis S 280​ Robert Powell 
The Collect of the Day​ BCP p 227 
Presider:​ ​ The Lord be with you.​
People:​ ​ And also with you. 
Presider:​​ Let us pray: 

Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every race and nation by the promised gift 
of your Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this gift throughout the world by the preaching of the Gospel, that it may 
reach to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Please be seated for 
The First Reading: Genesis 11:1-9 

After the Reading, the following is said 
​ Reader: ​ Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.​
​ People: ​ Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 104:25-35, 37  Benedic, anima mea 
The Choir sings Refrain; the Congregation repeats. The Choir sings Verses; the Congregation sings Refrain where indicated with R. 

 

25 ​​ O Lord, how manifold are your works! *​
 ​​ ​ in wisdom you have made them all;​
 ​​ ​ the earth is full of your creatures. 

26 ​​ Yonder is the great and wide sea​
 ​​ ​ with its living things too many to number, *​
 ​​ ​ creatures both small and great. 

27 ​​ There move the ships,​
 ​​ ​ and there is that Leviathan, *​
 ​​ ​ which you have made for the sport of it. R  
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28 ​​ All of them look to you *​
 ​​ ​ to give them their food in due season. 

29 ​​ You give it to them; they gather it; *​
 ​​ ​ you open your hand, and they are filled with ​
​ ​ ​ good things. R 

30 ​​ You hide your face, and they are terrified; *​
 ​​ ​ you take away their breath,​
 ​​ ​ and they die and return to their dust.  

31 ​​ You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; *​
 ​​ ​ and so you renew the face of the earth. R 

32 ​​ May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; *​
 ​​ ​ may the Lord rejoice in all his works.  

33 ​​ He looks at the earth and it trembles; *​
 ​​ ​ he touches the mountains and they smoke. R 

34 ​​ I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; *​
 ​​ ​ I will praise my God while I have my being.  

35 ​​ May these words of mine please him; *​
 ​​ ​ I will rejoice in the Lord. R 

37 ​​ Bless the Lord, O my soul. *​
 ​​ ​ Hallelujah! R 

The Second Reading: Acts 2:1-21 

After the Reading, the following is said 
​ Reader: ​ Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.​
​ People: ​ Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as you are able for 

Hymn 224, “Hail this joyful day’s return”​ Sonne der Gerechtigkeit 

The Holy Gospel: John 14:8-17, 25-27 
Before the Gospel, the following is said 
​ Priest: ​The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to John.​
​ People: ​Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

After the Gospel, the following is said 
​ Priest: ​ The Gospel of our Savior.​
​ People: ​ Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Following the Gospel, when the Preacher invites you, please be seated for 

The Sermon​ The Rev. Todd L. Miller 

A period of silence follows the Sermon. 
Presentation and Examination of the Candidate​ BCP p 301 
Priest:​ The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented.​
Sponsors:​ I present Lilly to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 

Priest:​ Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian faith and life? 
Sponsors:​ I will, with God’s help. 

Priest:​ Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of Christ?​
Sponsors:​ I will, with God’s help. 

3 
 



Priest:​ Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God?​
Sponsors:​ I renounce them. 

Priest:​ Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God?​
Sponsors:​ I renounce them. 

Priest:​ Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?​
Sponsors:​ I renounce them. 

Priest:​ Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?​
Sponsors:​ I do. 

Priest:​ Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?​
Sponsors:​ I do. 

Priest:​ Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?​
Sponsors:​ I do. 

Please stand as you are able for 
Priest:​ Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support this person in her life in Christ?​
People:​ We will. 
Priest:​ Let us join with Lilly who is committing herself to Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant. 

The Baptismal Covenant​ BCP p 304 
Priest:​ ​ Do you believe in God the Father? 
People:​ ​ I believe in God, the Father almighty,​

​ creator of heaven and earth. 
Priest:​ ​ Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People:​ ​ I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.​

​ He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit​
​ ​ and born of the Virgin Mary.​
​ He suffered under Pontius Pilate,​
​ ​ was crucified, died, and was buried.​
​ He descended to the dead.​
​ On the third day he rose again.​
​ He ascended into heaven,​
​ ​ and is seated at the right hand of the Father.​
​ He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Priest:​ ​ Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People:​ ​ I believe in the Holy Spirit,​

​ the holy catholic Church,​
​ the communion of saints,​
​ the forgiveness of sins,​
​ the resurrection of the body,​
​ and the life everlasting. 

Priest:​ ​ Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and in the prayers? 
People:​ ​ I will, with God’s help. 
Priest:​ ​ Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 
People:​ ​ I will, with God’s help. 
Priest:​ ​ Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People:​ ​ I will, with God’s help. 
Priest:​ ​ Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself ? 
People:​ ​ I will, with God’s help. 
Priest:​ ​ Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being? 
People:​ ​ I will, with God’s help. 
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Priest:​ ​ Will you cherish the wondrous works of God, and protect and restore the beauty and integrity of all 
creation? 

People:​ ​ I will, with God’s help. 

Hymn in Procession to the Font 513, “Like the murmur of the dove’s song”                              Bridegroom 

Prayers for the Candidate ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  ​     BCP p 305 
Priest:​ ​ Let us now pray for this person who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth. 

Leader:​ ​ Deliver her, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.  
People:​ ​ Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader:​ ​ Open her heart to your grace and truth. 
People:​ ​ Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader:​ ​ Fill her with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People:​ ​ Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader:​ ​ Keep her in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
People:​ ​ Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader:​ ​ Teach her to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
People:​ ​ Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader:​ ​ Send her into the world in witness to your love. 
People:​ ​ Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader:​ ​ Bring her to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
People:​ ​ Lord, hear our prayer. 
​ Priest:​ Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power of 

his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and forever. Amen. 

Thanksgiving over the Water​ BCP p 306 

 
Priest:​ ​ We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of 

creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. 
In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the 
Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. 

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share 
in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, 
we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed 
from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. 
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The Baptism​ BCP p 307 
Priest:​ ​ Lilly, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

When this action has been completed, the Priest prays over the person, saying  
Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon this your servant the 
forgiveness of sin, and have raised her to the new life of grace. Sustain her, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give her an 
inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of 
joy and wonder in all your works. Amen. 

Then the Priest places a hand on the person's head, marking on the forehead the sign of the cross using Chrism and saying  
​Lilly, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever. Amen. 

The Priest lights a candle from the Paschal Candle and gives it to the Sponsors saying 
​ Priest:​ God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and has given us a place with the saints in light. You 

have received the light of Christ; walk in this light all the days of your life. 
​ All:​ Shine as a light in the world to the glory of God the Father. 

​ Priest:​ Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
​ All:​ We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his 

resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood. 

The Peace 
​Presider: ​ The peace of the Lord be always with you.​
​ People: ​ And also with you. 

Announcements 

The Prayers of the People​ Form III, BCP p 387 
Please join in the bolded parts. 

Holy God, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
​Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;​
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
​For Sean our Presiding Bishop, Julia our Bishop, our priests Todd and Michael, Brian in his ministry discernment, and 
all bishops, priests, and deacons;​
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
​We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;​
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
​Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;​
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
We pray for healing for Alec, Anne, Annette, Christian, Emma, Eve, Felton, Flynn, Fred, Gary, James, Karen, 
Kevin, Kristin, Louise, Marge, Marina, Mary, Nancy, Nico, Father Phil, Phoebe, Phyllis, Quintin, Richard, 
Ron, Sean, and Shelbi. 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;​
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
We pray for all who have died. Give to the departed eternal rest.​
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
​We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;​
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
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​Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

We pray for those celebrating birthdays this week, especially Kevin McGee, Philip C. Jacobs, III, and Jeffrey Mills. 

We pray for those celebrating anniversaries, especially Jessica and Michael Dion. 

We pray for the Church in Lesotho, Namibia, South Africa, and Eswatini; for The Anglican Church of Melanesia; and 
for these churches of the Merrimack Valley Deanery: St. James’ Church (Amesbury), Christ Church (Andover), 
All Saints’ Church (Chelmsford), St. James’ Church (Groveland), and Trinity Church (Haverhill). 
Please name others for whom you wish to pray, either silently or aloud. 

The Presider concludes with the following Collect 
God of Love, you made each of us wonderfully in a vibrant rainbow of diversity, infusing our beings with your image 
and enlivening us with your breath. We lament the grave harm done in your Name against your LGBTQ+ children. 
Empower us to right the wrongs we have done; teach us to cherish all your children as their true, whole, and authentic 
selves; and lead us toward reconciliation and radical love, that we might stand together as one family, resting in the 
hearts of one another and of our loving Creator. Through Jesus Christ, in whom you proclaim good news to the 
oppressed and marginalized. Amen. 

Offertory Anthem​ Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire​ Thomas Attwood (1765-1838) 

​ The text of the anthem is found at Hymn 504. 

Please stand as you are able for 

The Great Thanksgiving​ Eucharistic Prayer B, BCP p 369 
    ​ (Expansive Language Version) 

 
​Presider:​ It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty God, Creator 

of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. In fulfillment of Christ’s true promise, the Holy Spirit 
came down on this day from heaven, lighting upon the disciples, to teach them and to lead them into all 
truth; uniting peoples of many tongues in the confession of one faith, and giving to your Church the power 
to serve you as a royal priesthood, and to preach the Gospel to all nations. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus and Benedictus S 129​ Powell 

Presider:​​ We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in 
the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in Jesus 
Christ, the Word made flesh. For in these last days you sent Jesus to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to 
be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In Christ, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to 
stand before you. In Christ, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out 
of death into life. 
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On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

​ People:​ We remember Christ’s death,​
We proclaim Christ’s resurrection,​
We await Christ’s coming in glory; 

​Presider:​ And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Savior of all; presenting to you, from your 
creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the 
Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, through whom 
we are acceptable to you, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in 
subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with ever-blessed Mary the 
God-Bearer, blessed John the Evangelist, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 
children; through Jesus Christ our Savior, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the 
author of our salvation. 

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty God, now and for ever. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer​ BCP p 365 
​Presider:​ And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
​ All: ​ Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

​Presider:​ Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
​ People: ​ Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Fraction Anthem S 163​ Powell 

Presentation of the Gifts 

​Presider:​ The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

– All people are welcome to receive communion at God’s table in this place. – 
St. John’s offers communion in both kinds (bread and wine).​

If you would like to receive the wine, you are invited to drink directly from the chalice.​
Due to public health guidelines, we ask that you not dip the bread in the chalice.​
Please be reassured that communion is fully received if you receive the bread alone. 

If you would prefer to receive a blessing instead of communion, please come forward and simply cross your arms over your chest. 

Communion Hymn 514, “To thee, O Comforter divine”​ St. Bartholomew’s 
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Please stand as you are able for 
The Prayer After Communion​ BCP p 365 
​Presider: ​ Let us pray. 
​ All:​ Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of our Savior Jesus Christ, and 

you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the 
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 
singleness of heart; through Christ our Savior. Amen. 

The Blessing 
May the Spirit of truth lead you into all truth, giving you grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, and to proclaim the 
wonderful works of God; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, 
and remain with you always. Amen. 

Hymn 511, “Holy Spirit, ever living”​ Abbot’s Leigh 

The Dismissal 
  ​Minister:  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 ​People:  ​Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Postlude​ from Sonata No. 2 in C minor​ Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 
​ III. Allegro maestoso e vivace 

                ​ *​ ​ *​ ​ *​ ​ *​ ​ * 

On the second Sunday of the month, following the service, Michael offers individual prayer and anointing​
for healing and any other concerns on your heart. After the Postlude, Michael will return to the altar.​

Please feel free to come up one at a time, share with him your prayer requests, and he will pray with and anoint you. 
 

Please join us in DiMauro Hall for coffee hour, a time of community and fellowship. To get to DiMauro Hall, walk toward the altar, exit 
through the door on the right, and follow the signs and people. Anyone would be happy to help you find it. 
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LEADERS OF THIS MORNING’S SERVICE 

Presider: The Reverend Michael Thompson, Esq.​
Preacher: The Reverend Todd L. Miller​

Thurifer and Lay Eucharistic Minister: Brian Goeselt 
Crucifer and Lay Eucharistic Minister: Alexandra Stanton​

Visiting Music Director: Andrew Byers​
Wardens: Kristin Knudson and Laura Brewer​

Altar Guild: Bryn Wood​
Lector & Usher: Tom Wood 

Acts 2 Lectors: 
Rhys Bowen (Koine) 

Richard Thomas (Latin) 
Nancy Bowler (Danish) 

 Gary Messinger (German) 

Phoebe Wood (German) 
Cleo Messinger (French) 

Marina Matusek (Spanish) 

IT Minister: Jeff Barrell​
Counter: Libby Seaman​

Vestry Person of The Day: Robert Main​
Coffee Hour Hosts: Tom and Bryn Wood 

Today’s Woman in Music 
The text to today’s Communion Hymn was written by Frances Ridley Havergal (1836-1879), an English 
poet and hymn writer. She experienced a profound religious conversion as a late teenager. She studied in 
Germany for nearly two years, mastering several modern languages, as well as Hebrew and classical Greek. 
Upon her return to England, she was confirmed in Worcester Cathedral and began writing hymns, tracts, 
and works for children. She died of peritonitis while on a trip to Wales. Her father, William Henry Havergal, 
was an Anglican priest who was a composer and hymn writer. (See if you can find Frances’ other hymn text, 
as well as some of her father’s harmonizations and Anglican chants that are included in our Hymnal 1982.) 
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Saint John’s Parish 
297 Lowell Avenue 

Newtonville, Massachusetts 02460 
www.saintjohnschurch.com 
admin@saintjohnschurch.com 

  @saintjohnchurch 

The Right Reverend Julia E. Whitworth, Bishop of Massachusetts 

The Reverend Michael Thompson, Esq., Priest-in-Charge 
rev.michael.thompson.esq@gmail.com 

Kristin Knudson & Laura Brewer, Wardens 
Betsy Blagdon, Treasurer 
Sarah Moravick, Clerk 

Alastair Battson, Brian Goeselt, Robert Main,  
Elizabeth Seaman, Becky Snow, Alexandra Stanton  

Vestry Members 

Jeffrey Mills, Organist and Choirmaster 
Cathy Richmond Robinson, Parish Administrator 

Lay Readers/Eucharistic Ministers: 
Laura Brewer, Brian Goeselt, Marina Matuzek, 

Abby Strayer, Tim Strayer, Jessica Zabchuk Dion 
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